Section 2

PANGERMANS ABROAD

We can have no "fifty-fifty" allegiance in this country. Either a man is
an American and nothing else, or he is not an American at all. We are akin
by blood and descent to most of the nations of Europe; but we are separate from
all of them. We are a new and distinct nation.

THEODORE ROOSEVELT, 1917.

INTRODUCTORY NOTE

From time immemorial the Germans have been a nation of emigrants
and commercial travellers. Both in Europe and in the Western Hemi-
sphere they were accepted unsuspectingly, and in almost all the countries
inhabited by white races they succeeded in establishing large concen-
trations of German emigrants. On the continent of Europe these centres
were called German minorities^ but across the Ocean they were called
the German emigration. In both cases they developed because of the
hospitality of the nations which opened their gates to the German
emigrants who sought bread and work abroad.

In the second half of the nineteenth century the German Reich^ which
was not itself able to feed these millions of German emigrants^ decided to'
exploit them as an instrument of German political influence and as a
weapon for the extension of German Lebensraum. During the Second
Reich the Pangermanic League and an enormous network of organisations
dependent on it worked for this object. After the 1914-18 war the
Weimar Republic carefully cherished this instrument of struggle^ inherited
from Imperial Germany. The foreign Germans received special atten-
tion^ and their organisations worked in close understanding with the
German Foreign Office and Reichswehr. In particular^ on the Euro-
pean continent the protection of the German minorities^ over whom the
politicians and propagandists of the Weimar Republic raised such a
humanitarian storm^ had as its function the maintenance of irredentism
among the German concentrations in European countries and the organ-
isation of the German minorities in espionage and subversive activities
against the States whose bread they were eating.